BRANSTY PRIMARY SCHOOL

Charging and remissions Policy
1 Introduction

All education during school hours is free. We do not charge for any activity undertaken as part of the National Curriculum.

2 Voluntary contributions

2.1 When organising school trips or visits that enrich the curriculum and educational experience of the children, the school invites parents to contribute to the cost of the trip. All contributions are voluntary. If we do not receive sufficient voluntary contributions, we may cancel a trip. If a trip goes ahead, it may include children whose parents have not paid any contribution. We do not treat these children differently from any others. If a parent wishes their child to take part in a school trip or event, but is unwilling or unable to make a voluntary contribution, we do allow the child to participate fully in the trip or activity. Sometimes the school pays additional costs in order to support the visit. Parents have a right to know how each trip is funded. The school provides this information on request. 
For large amounts of money, school will endeavour to provide a savings scheme via a card system, managed by the School Office staff. All such contributions should be paid in full at least one month prior to the planned activity. Should such monies not be complete, one month prior to the planned activity, a warning letter will be sent to the parent stating the amount still owed. Should full payment still not be made, the child will not participate in the activity and monies will be reimbursed, except the prearranged non-refundable deposit.

The following is a list of additional activities organized by the school, which

require voluntary contributions from parents. These activities are known as

‘optional extras’. This list is not exhaustive:

• visits to museums;

• sporting activities which require transport expenses;

• outdoor adventure activities;

• visits to the theatre;

• school trips

• musical events

• visiting performers

3 Residential visits

If the school organises a residential visit in school time or mainly school time, which is to provide education directly related to the National Curriculum we may make a charge to cover the costs of transport, board and lodging.

4 Music tuition

There is presently a charge for individual or group music tuition if this is not part of the National Curriculum. The music teachers teach individual or small group lessons. We ask for a nominal contribution for these lessons. At the moment it is £10 per term. We give parents information about additional music tuition at the start of each academic year.

5 Swimming

The school organises swimming lessons for all children and is funded for our Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 children. The lessons take place in school time and are part of the National Curriculum. Presently we do not make a charge for this activity. We inform parents when these lessons are to take place.

6 Transport

6.1 We may ask for a contribution per child if they are transported by bus to an activity. However, we use these charges only to cover the expenses of the trip, and not to make a profit.

6.2 On occasion, our CPTA (Community Parent Teacher Association), kindly donate money towards transportation at Christmas and other times.

7 Uniform

7.1 Uniform can only be supplied with cash or cheque payment

8 School Meals

8.1 To change or come off school meals, school needs 1 weeks notice in writing.
8.2 Should non-payment of school meals occur, a text will be sent home to the parents/carers at the end of the first week stating the amount of money owed and advice as how to apply for Free School Meals (FSM).  If no payment is received, so it has resulted in two weeks non payment, a formal letter will be sent allowing one week’s grace. If no further payment is made, services will be stopped and the matter forwarded to the Governors. If another week passes and still no payment has been sent into school the Governor Finance Panel will send a letter inviting parents/carers into school to attend a meeting. The meeting will look at ways of supporting the family and making clear the issues. If still no payments are made, the Governors will pass the matter to our Legal Department where the issue will be dealt with through the small claims court or their debt Collecting Agency.
School will endeavour to recover as much of the money owed as possible through offering advice to parents/carers; letter writing; telephone calls and home visits.
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